

A Changing World: Europe in Transition


“At some time or another the color changes, the importance

  
  of uncritically accepted viewpoints is put into doubt, the path

 
  is lost in the twilight”  Max Weber 1904

I. The Second Industrial Revolution produced technological and economic changes that rapidly altered the world


A. Technology—examples: See list


     1. Steel production--Bessemer process 1856



a.Increase output, high quality



b.Ships, railroads, buildings, machines etc.


     2. Electrical Industry



a.Thomas Edison 1879—incondescent lamp




b.First power stations in England 1881


     3. Transportation and communication



a.Karl Benz—internal combustion engine 1885



b.Siemens—electric locomotive 1879



     *Streetcars and subways (Metro 1900, NYC 1904)



c.Wright brothers—first flight 1903



d.Alexander Graham Bell—telephone 1876



e.Guglielmo Marconi—wireless (radio) 1897



f.Movie theatres—France 1908 more than 1,000



g.Edison—phonograph 1877


     4 .Chemical Industry



a.Fertilizers, synthetic products, munitions


***5. Technological innovation often creates economic expansion


B. Economic Change—Rise large-scale corporations


     1. Britain leading industrial power (see section on Br)



a.Losing its lead


     2. Three new industrial powers



a.Germany—electrical, chemical, steel, machine tools



     *Cartels etc. (see section on G.)



b.USA—large-scale corporate capitalism, mergers, 



  anti-trust legislation, rapid growth modern m-class etc.



c.Japan—very rapid industrialization…war with Russia,



   expansion in Asia (shortage resources)


C. Imperialism—see notes from seconde


     1. Late 19th/early 20th century: “Scramble for Africa” and Asia



a.Resources and markets



b.Nationalism



c.Plunder economies—brutal expoitation in the name of



   “civilizing mission”



d.Possible because of technology



e.Fueled economic growth

II. Urbanization and Immigration—Phenomenal Increase


A. Population growth: 1870-1914 pop Europe increases by half


     1. From 290-435 (1 out of 4 in world European)



a.Mortality rate decreased



b.Birth rates dropped but outpaced death rate


     2. Rural exodus—jobs in factories, decline cottage industries,


        mechanization agriculture (some places)



a.Nine European cities pop over million (London 4.2)



b.Growth of horrible working class slums


B. Emmigration/Immigration—leave depressed rural regions/

              cities to start a new life in  New World (?Migration)


     1. Destinations: US, Canada, Latin America


     2. Greatest voluntary migration in human history


     3. New pattern: more and more from Eastern and 

                  Southern Europe

III. Class Stucture changing (see Chapter 1)


A. Ruling group—Haute bourgeoisie gaining more and more 


   economic and political power


     1. Fusion with upper class


     2. Obviously different in US


  ***3. Connection to liberalism and “Dual Revolutions” of 

 

18th/19th centuries (Future implications???)


B. Middle Class—rapid growth and evolution


     1. Result of expansion corporate capitalism—birth of 

                  modern middle class



a.More people better educated, higher pay/standard of

                       living


C. Massive increase in number industrial laborers


     1. Trend towards “deskilling”


     2. By 1900 more and more workers coming from


       “proletarian” families


   
a.Working class became a “state of mind”


     3. Despite horrible working and living conditions, many

                 considered factory jobs as better than agr. Labor


     4. Gradually living standards in N/W Europe improving



a.Br real wages 1850-1875 rose 33%, food prices fell



b.As prices dropped and wages fell, workers could 



  consume more


  ***5.Nevertheless, glaring differences between standard of living

                     of middle class and working class



a.Avg worker several inches shorter



b.Few social benefits and no job security

IV. Society and Daily Life—Phenomenal Changes


A. From pre-industrial to industrial world


     1. Transformation of physical environment


     
a.Transportation, communication, buildings etc.


 ****2. Transformation of life-patterns



a.Work—time/machines (outside of nature)



b.Increasingly away from home



c.Communal bonds destroyed



d.Life increasingly atomized


****3.Ferdinand Tonnies




a.Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft




(community and society)


B. Conditions different for each class


     1. Ruling group led opulent, luxurious and sometimes


        decadent lives



a.Façade of morality and virtue


     2. Middle class—different levels



a.Rising standard of living



b.Increase consumption and leisure


     3. Working class



a.Family members different jobs/hours



b.Working class bars, restaurants etc.



c.Upward mobility very limited



d.Men—start work early, get married etc.



e.Women—goal work while young, then marry




*Lower wages, sexual harassment




*Prostitution very common—econ necessity




*Brothels/streetwalkers proliferated



f.Children—future determined by birth




*Some education




*Went to work around 14 (many earlier)



g.Family—contemporary moralists worried that 



   industrialization destroying family

V. Growth of Mass Culture


A. Increasingly large groups of people engaged in identifiable  

   patterns


     1. Causes and Effects 



a.Urbanization and industrialization



b.Transportation and communication

c.Decline in religiosity paired with increasing role



  of state in education etc.




*Mass education—rise in literacy rate




*Emphasized patriotic, secular and politically




  conservative themes



d.Consumerism—increase due to more disposable income



  
*Paris, London, Berlin, NY etc.—Department stores





-Paris mid/late 19th c. Bon Marche, G. Lafayette





-Became a pastime for the middle class (Avg 





  day Bon Marche 1890s 15000 to 18000 people)




*In US reached down from middle-middle to working 




   class with mail-order stores and 




   “five and dime stores” (Sears, Woolworth’s etc.)




*Fueled by advertising and credit

Zola—“The department store tends to replace the church.  It marches to the religion of the cash desk, of beauty, of coquetry, and fashion.  [Women] go there to pass the hours as they used to go to church; an occupation, a place of enthusiasm where they struggle between their passion for clothes and the thrift of their husbands; in the end all the drama of life with the hereafter of beauty.”



e.Leisure time—Increase recreational activities




*Paris capital of pleasure: dance halls, cabarets, 




  concerts, shows of all sorts (singers, jugglers, 




  acrobats, female wrestlers, snake dancers, and




  …much more.



*American music and danses—jazz, turkey trot




  (tango—Argentina)




*Resorts for bourgeoisie and upper class




*Travelling increased—ships, trains




*Participatory and spectator sports





-Upper/Bourg.  Auto racing, motoring, 





  cricket, golf, tennis, rowing, bicycling,





  football, rugby, boxing (football and 





  boxing popular workers)





-Ruling group stressed sports—masculinity





  cult (toughen up young men—cxn nationalism)





-Baron Perre de Coubertin—feared French





  youth becoming soft, organized first modern





  Olympics in Athens 1896





-Robert Baden Powell—Boy Scouts 1908





-Status anxiety of ruling group???


     2. Increasingly masses behaved similarly and were susceptible 


        to manipulation 



*Economically—advertising etc.



*Politically—propaganda and education

VI. Responsed to a Rapidly Changing World


A. Overwhelming faith in “progress” but underneath lay 


   increasing tension and anxiety


     1. Stress caused by change


     2. Life patterns (pace, atomization, …)


B. Incresing interest in the supernatural


     1. Exoticism and mysticism popular



a.Sign of rejection of science and modernist values???



b.Exploration of the inner self???


C. Proliferation of psychological and medical disorders


     1. Depression, hypochondria, neurasthenia, general anxiety


     2. Increase in alcoholism



a.France: aprx 60 gallons wine/year plus spirits and beer



b.Britain and US—temperance movements in response


     3. For the avant guard: opium, morphine, heroin, hashish, 


        and cocaine sometimes used


D. Artists and intellectuals reacted through their works (see UT)


E. Communitarian experiments and nudist groups


     1. Sought to return to nature, live heathier lives, escape the


        ugly side of modern life (pure, natural, primordial self)



a.Especially in northern Europe




*Frei Korps Kultur (FKK)




*Exercise, danse (tribal cxn)

*Often vegetarian




*Often progressive about sexuality


     2. Experimented with new educational techniques



a.Sometimes added the above

Zola—“Modern society is racked without end by a nervous irritability.  We are sick and tired of progress, industry and science.”

   VII. Artists break with « rationalism »--reject idea reason foundation 
arts

          A. No objective standards to assess literature, painting and music

         
       2. Felt accepted cultural forms threatened to suffocate 



individual

                       a. Mass culture (and popular culture)  sought to please    

                        and  therefore reduced arts to lowest common 

                       

                       denominator

                3. « Avant-garde » rejected traditional forms cultural      

               expression and morality

                    a. « Art as life; life as art »

                    b. Tended to be young, long hair, unusual clothing, erratic 

                    behavior, sexually unconventional

                    c. Wanted to transcend « normal life », find out what was

                    beneath consciousness

                   d. Emphasized subjective experience, unconscious,   

                   primordial

                  e. Attacked hypocrisy, flaunted difference--published                           

                 « manifestos »  stating position

                  f. Aggressive tactics to shock audiences

              4. Music--rejected past forms

                a. Mahler, Stravinsky, shoenberg, Debussy, Satie

                b. Debussy--wanted to free music from traditional restraints

              5. Literature--realism...confront reality; also new styles with

               unusual wording and puntuation--to reveal the subconscious

                a. New reader-writer relationship...meanings reader      

                discovered  in text were valid

                b. Modern theories language evolving (Mid 19th C on)

             6. Painting--many schools and movements attempting to evoke

             emotions...subconscious (and critique of established      

             order/culture)

                a. Post-impressionists used visual impact colors and    

                discontinuous lines to stimulate response

                b. Expressionists used distortions, juxtapositioning and bold

                color schemes to provoke response

                     1. Influenced by « primative » and primordial self

                     2. German/Austrian Expressionists--rebelious, provacative

                           a. Gustav Klimt: « To our era is art, to art is freedom »

                            (unusual juxtapositioning classical images/erotic     

                             fantasies)

               c. Art Nouveau--dreamlike, flowing, fantastical, sensual

               d. Paris 1905 exhibition--critic: « touches of crude colorings

               juxtaposed haphazardly, barbaric and naive games of a child

               playing with the « box of colors » »....Another called them

               « Fauvists »

               e. « Cubists »...Picasso’s Les Desmoiselles d’Avignon (1907)

                considered by some to be beginning modernist art

                « I paint objects as I think them, not as I see them »

              f. Italian Futurist sought pure energy and motion

B. Bourgois Society was shocked--diskiked new artists

      1. Thought that they were degenerates

      2. Sometimes accused them of being unpatriotic and 

      subject to foreign influences

Zola—“Modern society is racked without end by a nervous irritability.  We are sick and tired of progress, industry and science.”

